CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
At "West Point during this period was "W. W. Mather (1804-1859), probably best known as a geologist, as he had charge of the geological survey of the first district of New York State. He died while President of Ohio State University at Columbus, 0. In the American Journal of Science for 1835 he contributed a memoir entitled "Contribution to Chemical Science" and, subsequently, "Chloride of Aluminium and Its Analysis,'? " Hydrated Chloride of Aluminium,'' *' Crystallized Tin from Solution," " Georgia Gold," "Silver of Lane's Mine," "Iodide of Potassium or lodo-platinate of Potassium," "Chloriodide of Platinum," "Crystallized Perchloride of Platinum," "Amalgam of Platinum," "Iodide of Mercury," "Solubility of Bitungstate of Ammonia," "Bisulphuret of Bismuth." It is an exceedingly interesting memoir. A portion of the contribution on chloride of aluminium relates to the atomic weight of aluminium. Indeed, this is probably the first paper on atomic weight work done in the United States. It is a creditable production and, when we consider the period in which it was carried out, 1835, it was probably the most original research in pure inorganic chemistry made by an American chemist up to that time. Many years elapsed before any other American published atomic weight determinations. The value Mather gave for aluminium is 27, deduced from the ratio between AgCl and A1C13, but the variations between the determinations are great. One need merely read the description of his mode of procedure to understand that it was very possible for him to have had wide differences between the individual results. There was no attempt made to obtain pure material, and no attention given to the defects of the methods of analysis.
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